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Brief Description:  Clarifying procedures for forwarding sex offender information.

Sponsors:  Senators Hargrove, Brandland, Rasmussen and McAuliffe; by request of Washington
State Patrol.

Brief Summary of Bill

• Requires the county sheriff to forward information about a registered sex offender's risk
level to the Washington State Patrol (WSP) for inclusion in the WSP central registry.

Hearing Date:  2/17/06

Staff:  Jim Morishima (786-7191).

Background:

In 1990, the Legislature enacted the Community Protection Act, which created one of the first sex
offender registration laws in the country.  A person convicted of a sex or kidnapping offense must
register with the county sheriff of the county in which he or she resides.  An offender must
provide a variety of information when registering including his or her name, address, date and
place of birth, place of employment, crime of conviction, date and place of conviction, aliases,
social security number, photograph, and fingerprints.  The offender must also notify the county
sheriff if he or she is enrolled in a public or private school or in an institution of higher education.

Law enforcement agencies are authorized to release information regarding registered sex
offenders based on the offenders' risk level.  For example, for risk level I offenders (evaluated as
the lowest level of risk within the larger community), a law enforcement agency may only
disclose information about the offenders to specified persons and entities; e.g., schools, victims,
witnesses.  In contrast, for risk level III offenders (evaluated as the most risky to the community), a
law enforcement agency may disclose information about the offenders to the public at large.

The WSP maintains a central registry of sex and kidnapping offenders.  The county sheriff is
required to forward the information, photographs, and fingerprints obtained from the offender
upon registration.  Currently, the county sheriff is not required to forward information about the
offender's risk level classification to the WSP.

Summary of Bill:
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The county sheriff is required to forward information about a registered sex offender's risk level to
the WSP for inclusion in the WSP central registry.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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